a family of

Home Churches

Home Church
The purpose of a Home Church is to provide a small group
environment for both pastoral and spiritual nurture.
Within a Home Church, we pray you will know the support,
love and care of God alongside sharing fellowship,
friendship and fun with others.

journey through life together
We would greatly encourage everyone to become part of a
Home Church for this reason. There are a variety to choose from,
at various times and days, which we hope will serve
the vast majority of our church family.
If you would like to visit a few to see which might suit you, please
use the contact details in this directory.
It is our hope that you will find one where you feel at home.
If you have any questions regarding Home Churches, please speak
to Kat or Ali or contact the church office.

kat@sttoms.co.uk
ali@sttoms.co.uk
office@sttoms.co.uk
02380 695786

March 2017

Monday

Sharon Adams & Leslie Emery (ladies only)

Tuesday

Dave and Pam Alford
Bob Carkeet & Wendy Kimber
David and Christine Devenish
Anne Molyneux
Danny and Pippa Stupple

Wednesday

Jane Nicholls Oasis Ladies Group (morning)
Julie Waterman (afternoon)
Eve Croucher
Liz Richardson
Matt Nicholson & Stuart Palmer
Kayleigh Graves and Nicole Carpenter

Thursday

David Owens

Wednesday

Supper Club - a place to ask questions.

( half termly)

Details available via Outlook, Newsletter,
on Facebook page or email Kat for more info kat@sttoms.co.uk

Hosts:

Sharon Adams and
Leslie Emery

Address:
Contact:

74 Stoke Heights
Sharon - 07432 228019
Leslie - 07815 434747
Monday
8pm

Day:
Time:

Photo

We are all ladies who have grown up children. Sharon has a very large family with older
and younger children, so we all relate to the joys and struggles of family life as mums.
We start at 8pm but this is very flexible as we begin with a good old natter and a cuppa.
No-one need feel they are late, likewise if they need to leave early we understand that
too. We are a biblically focused group and enjoy studying the bible together. During
discussions, we understand that some find it easier to share and discuss than others, but
we try to make sure that everyone feels included and has the opportunity. We dedicate
the evening to the Lord in prayer and seek His direction. Prayer is important to us and we
pray for each other, our families, friends and others each week. We continue during half
terms and holidays for those who wish to come. To sum up we are an open, caring,
supportive group which is focused and yet informal. We would love to welcome women
of all ages/stages of their Christian life.

MONDAY

Contents

TUESDAY

Dave and Pam Alford

Address:
Contact:

18 Mortimers Lane, Fair Oak
02380 695074
pamalford@aol.com
Tuesday
8pm

Day:
Time:

Photo

Address:
Contact:
Day:
Time:

Bob Carkeet and
Wendy Kimber

David and Christine
Devenish

Address:
Contact:

1 Michaels Way
023 8178 5956
dcdevenish@gmail.com
Tuesday
8pm

Day:
Time:

Our home church is a wide mix of ages and stages. We start at 8pm with a cuppa and a
catchup. We focus on prayer at the beginning rather than it feel rushed at the end of the
meeting. The study is led by any of the members, though nobody is under pressure to do
so. Everyone is usually happy to contribute to our discussions through the evening’s study
and we have a wide range of knowledge amongst the group to expand our understanding.
We are a happy bunch and love spending time with each other but we are all aware of
time pressures and tiredness so we are pretty strict about finishing the meeting at 10pm!
We occasionally have social evenings which, in the past, have included cooking pancakes!
And we try to remember birthdays and celebrate with cake!
If this sounds like a home church where you feel you may belong, we’d love to meet you!

Hosts:

Hosts:

Photo

11 Marcus Close
Bob 80694145
Wendy 80695683
Tuesday
7pm - 9pm

We are a very lively, friendly and supportive Home Church, who are blessed by the great
hospitality of Don and Irene’s cosy home.
Our early 7.00pm start allows us to finish promptly at 9.00pm ensuring we all return
home at a reasonable hour. We kick off with refreshments and a catch up followed by
worship, courtesy of Don’s DVD library of songs and words and then we have an
introductory prayer. Our “study session” promotes some lively and very enjoyable
discussions to which everyone contributes. We are so blessed by the range of knowledge
and understanding within our group and we have some good laughs!
Finally in the last twenty minutes, we close with prayer, focussing on those things we
have each felt called to bring to the group and the Lord.

Photo

We are a welcoming, friendly group, having only been running for just over a year now. We
are fairly informal and relaxed in our style with a real homely feel including lots of fun &
laughter! Our evening generally starts with a chat over tea/coffee and yummy biscuits.
This naturally leads in to a time of worship and prayer together, followed by a bible study,
which we like to apply to our own personal situations and experiences. We tend to finish
with a time of Spirit led prayer ministry at the end, a time of praying for one another,
encouraging and edifying each other in to our week ahead. We sometimes will have a social
evening either in our home or going out together, at least once a term. Our cats Angus &
Arielle often like to join in the fun too!
We look forward to seeing you .

Hosts:

Anne Molyneux

Address:
Contact:
Day:
Time:

24 Stubbingon Way
07795 553849
Tuesday
7.30-9pm

Photo

Our home church is relatively new and so we are still getting to know one another. We
meet on Tuesday evenings from 7:30 and aim to finish at 9pm. We start our evening
catching up over a cuppa. We then have sung worship normally singing along to YouTube.
One of us then guides us through a bible study and we end our evening with prayer.
The atmosphere is informal and everyone seems happy to contribute to the
discussion. We are happy to be controversial, rebellious and challenge the accepted (no
comment or question is shot down in flames) so if you have questions, this a good group for
you, although we may not always have the answer!
The age range of the group is 30's to 50's men and women with children ranging
from 3 to late 20's. We are a group which is keen to look at creative ways to reach out to
our community. If this appeals to you, do come and try our home church out.

TUESDAY

Hosts:

TUESDAY

Danny & Pippa Stupple

Address:
Contact:

6 Cedarwood Close
02380 601011
abstupp@aol.com
Tuesday
8 - 10pm

Day:
Time:

Photo

We aim to build deep relationships so we can discover our destiny in God. We passionately
believe that everyone who loves the Lord has a particular life assignment. Our Home Church
exists for this purpose. We commit to social activities together e.g. Walks, "nights out" and
encourage meals/meetings with each other between meetings, as this was the pattern in
Jesus’ pastoral ministry. The gatherings of the wider Church are very important but we
believe the opportunity for discipleship is best explored in smaller groups.
Our evenings begin with chat over drinks, biscuits and cake! Opening prayer follows for the
needs of those gathered and an invitation to the Holy Spirit to help us read scripture
together. The bible study is our main emphasis and we share the teaching. The meetings are
typified by lively dialogue. Ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit follows the study, as
appropriate. For those able to stay on after 10pm, there is more tea/coffee/cake again!
Give us a go and see what you think!

Hosts:

Jane Nicholls

Address:
Contact:

Church extension
02380 693716
jane.nicholls@gmail.com
Wednesday
10am

Day:
Time:

Photo

Oasis comprises a group of women who are at different stages in both their daily life and
their Christian life. Over the past few months the group has changed quite radically and
now includes up to 5 babies and their Mums as well as people without babies! It's great to
welcome new members. We often pray about our concerns at the beginning so that we can
support each other. Confidentiality is paramount and we respect each other's struggles.
We have recently been using Bob Goff's DVD, " Love Does" to spark discussions and the
group has enjoyed its practical application.
Twice a year we deliver mince pies/hot cross buns, (depending on the season), to local
businesses, including the Parish Council at the village hall, the vet's and doctor's surgery. We
include our seasonal services postcards which everyone seems happy to give out or to use
themselves. Feel free to come along and join us - you are very welcome!

Hosts:

Julie Waterman

Address:
Contact:

church extension
07787 725091
juliewaterman@sttoms.co.uk
Wednesday
2 - 4pm

Day:
Time:

Photo

We are a small group of mature ladies meeting on a Wednesday afternoon. We care deeply
about drawing closer to God, spending time exploring the Bible and supporting each other
wherever we find ourselves in our lives. We also care deeply for older members of our
community, wanting to share God’s message of love and hope with them. We do this by
regularly meeting at Mill Court and Sunnybank House. We also enjoy home church socials
when we meet at Evelyn’s Traditional Tearooms for cream tea, often celebrating birthdays.
Each month we meet from 2 to 4pm:
1st Wednesday
in the church extension
2nd Wednesday
at Mill Court, Mortimers Lane.
3rd Wednesday in the church extension.
4th Wednesday at Sunnybank House, Botley Road.
5th Wednesday
in the church extension

WEDNESDAY

Hosts:

WEDNESDAY

Eve Croucher

Address:

2 Dagwells Cottage,
Upham Street, Upham
01489 860641
Wednesday
8pm - 10pm

Contact:
Day:
Time:

Photo

Some of our merry band

Hosts:

Matt Nicholson &
Stuart Palmer

Address:
Contact:

27 Strawberry Mead
mjnix99@gmail.com
malawiman34@gmail.com
Wednesday
7.30pm - 9pm

Day:
Time:

Photo

We meet on a Wednesday from 8ish to 10ish (not too late as several of us have to work
the following day!! We have much fun and laughter sharing the bible, fellowship, prayer, our
stories, lovely coffee, occasional cakes and we have one or two comedians in our midst!!
We are a diverse group; our strength is that we have members who are seeking to explore
more spiritually but do not necessarily worship at St Tom’s. We try to be flexible, taking
turns in leading, should we wish to do so, whilst trying to promote a comfortable place to
share fellowship in God’s presence. Sometimes we continue with a particular study book
longer than other home groups whilst we tease out what God is trying to say.
We love socials and find this a really great way of spending time together, whether it be
eating (a favourite!!), going to worship events together, ten-pin bowling or the like.
Come and try us out and see for yourselves!!!!

We host a small, friendly, gentle spirited and thoughtful Home Church group, ...led by a
couple of middle-aged blokes! (Matt & Stuart). At present, its membership is made up predominantly of men and we meet regularly from 7.30pm until 9pm on Wednesday evenings
at Stuart's house in Strawberry Mead (due to there being early risers in the group and
children in the house). Consequently, we have quite a focussed approach to our hour-and-ahalf meeting, where we look at the material to hand, including the scriptures, pray for one
another and challenge each other to be "as iron sharpening iron", whilst getting to know our
Lord better. We have managed the occasional social, but as our attendees often have busy
schedules, we don't manage this as often as we would like!
New members are always very welcome, so please feel free to swing by and dip a toe in
our water!

Hosts:

Liz Richardson

Hosts:

Address:
Contact:

changeable location
07727 018985

Kayleigh Graves &
Nicole Carpenter

Address:
Contact:
Day:
Time:

5 Selhurst Way
kay_graves@live.co.uk
Wednesday
8 - 10pm

liz.charlotte.richardson@gmail.com

Day:
Time:

Photo

Wednesday
8 - 10pm

Our home church is mainly, but not exclusively, families with young children. We start at
8pm, but people arrive when they can as we understand the stress of bedtime routines and
long working hours. Our time together begins with a cuppa, chat and treats. Each week different members of the group (who feel able or have time to) lead the study. We have
great in depth discussions of God's word and apply it to our lives. Prayer is important part of
our meeting, so we end our sessions praying for each other and aim to finish by 10pm.
Couples in this group often attend alternate weeks allowing both partners opportunity to
attend. We also meet in different homes to allow couples opportunity to attend together,
or for those with a spouse working away to attend.
We have a whatsapp chat which we communicate through. We send regular prayer requests
and encouragements throughout the week. We have socials throughout the year too. So if
this sounds like you, then we would love you to come and join the "God squad"!

Our group is very informal and begins with refreshments and whatever 'offloading' comes in
through the door! Sometimes, this can take up most of our time together, and we support
each other with listening and going to the Bible to seek God's guidance. It's amazing how
often we discover a common theme of what God is saying to us through this, which can be
totally different from what is planned for the evening! Most of our group would readily
identify with some of these words: 'new' Christian; exploring; questioning; 'fringe'. We tend
to follow the 'Deeper' sermon series as they are available online if attending is not possible
but we go with whatever the greatest need is that evening and see where God takes us!
We have been known to arrive in PJ’s, we don't eat cake or sing, we talk with God throughout the evening so don't have a separate extended prayer time but we stay in touch during
the week for all our prayer requests. We'd love to see you if ever you want pop in and see
how it fits with you.

WEDNESDAY

Hosts:

THURSDAY

Hosts:

Dave Owens

Address:
Contact:
Day:
Time:

10 Clifford Place
02380 600343
Thursday
7.45pm

Photo

Presently, we are a group of eight of the young at heart. We meet each Thursday,
gathering at around 7.45 p.m., and aiming to end by 9.30 p.m.
Each week, we enjoy fellowship, worship, prayer, study and discussion in a relaxed
atmosphere. We like to think of ourselves as a self-help group, as everybody has a
wealth of wisdom and experience to bring to the topics under consideration.
Please feel free to join us if you will.

Hosts:

Supper Club

Address:
Contact:
Day:
Time:

a place to ask questions

Once each half term, we run a supper club with discussion around life’s big
issues. We take a topic and chat around the subject while enjoying a meal
together. Everyone is welcome - post or pre Alpha course, or just anyone
wanting to talk over some of life’s questions!
Look out for details in Outlook, Newsletter, on Facebook page or email
Kat for more info - kat@sttoms.co.uk

